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    In the process of higher education development in every country, private higher 
education has become a common trend of the world higher education development, 
and the role which plays has been or is being proved by the popularity or the mass of 
education practices in every country. As we all know, the position and the role of 
private education connect closely with the policy environment around. Then what are 
the inscapes and expressional forms of the policy environment for private higher 
education development? How to promote or restrain the development of private 
higher education? Is there any rule to follow? What developmental strategy should be 
took facing different environments? How do the social factors, such as politics, 
economy, or culture, affect the selection and adjustment of its development route? All 
above are the unavoidable issues in the development of private higher education, and 
also the ones which should be concerned by higher educational theorists. 
In accordance with economic development level, population scale, higher 
education scale, and the phases and situation of higher education development, the 
thesis chooses Brazil, Mexico, Argentina and Chile as the research object countries. 
Following the “general-specific” logical route, the research, generally analyzes the 
social environment, influence factors, expansion models and development route of 
private higher education in the four countries at first, which is the framework and the 
starting point of the research. The thesis explores a particular country by the sequence 
from outline of private higher education system, then to content analysis of private 
higher education policies at different times, to review and causal analysis of private 
higher education development history and status quo, and last to x-ray of the problems 
and the government’s efforts in the process of private higher education development 
from the perspectives of school-run benefit, education quality and equity, and then 
sum up the models of higher education development in these countries.  
In addition to introduction, the thesis consists of six parts. The first part settles 
the research keynote from two dimensions: one is the social environment such as 
politics, economy, culture and demographic change; the other is and historical factors 
which were successively affected by the European model, the American model and 
the international, regional multilateral organizations. The next four parts review and 














four countries at different times, which serves a foundation for the macro summing-up 
of each country. The sixth part summarizes private higher education development 
models in the four countries, and sums up the characteristics of different development 
models, the roles government played in education policies, and the way to construct 
policy environment combining with the future development trends of private higher 
education. 
The main academic contribution of the thesis rests with the comparative analysis 
and conclusion on the development models of private higher education in four 
countries, namely, private higher education is at the edge of the higher education 
system in the state-dominant model of higher education in Argentina and Mexico; 
private higher education holds the main body of higher education in the market-driven 
model of higher education in Brazil and Chile. It has been basically confirmed that the 
common attitude of government in state-dominant model towards the development of 
private higher education will experience the process from the "exclusion" to 
"unavoidable acceptance" then to "acceptance and even full acceptance". In general, 
"exclusion" mainly appears at the stage of elite higher education, "unavoidable 
acceptance" is mainly at the beginning of mass higher education, and "acceptance and 
even full acceptance" mainly exits at the stage of post-mass or popularization higher 
education. The differences of private higher education expansion models in four 
countries have been summed up. The mode and the body of private higher education 
expansion are different at different times, and the expansion body shall experience the 
pattern from "extended developmental and low-level private colleges" at the stage of 
elite and mass higher education to university-level and non-university level 
institutions side by side in the post-mass higher education. 
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